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“Elevation is now very 
much on the minds of 
people in the Baton 
Rouge region after the 
historic floods last 
month. Many people 
with property that 
flooded are looking to 
get back in their homes, 
as local leaders continue 
to dial back floodplain 
and elevation rules to 
federal minimums to 
ease their constituents' 
return.”
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The government must invest 
in science to better 
understand local flooding.

Federal flood maps can be 
non-specific, out of date, 
subject to change and based 
on conjecture.

After Hurricane Katrina, the 
federal government invested 
millions of dollars to study 
coastal flooding.

"Why don't we have that 
available for basin flooding?"

He would like the 
government to run 
sophisticated computer 
models to form a more 
complete understanding of 
flood risks along the Amite, 
Comite and other local 
waterways.
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“Baton Rouge 
ended up 
shattering the 
record with 44.02 
inches of rain 
from June 
through August, 
surpassing the 
wet summer of 
1989 by almost 10 
inches.”
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“flood insurance claims filed 
over the August floods in 
Louisiana already had totaled 
29,000, making it the fourth 
biggest storm since the 
creation of the program. 

preliminary data suggests the 
flood touched thousands of 
homes in the Baton Rouge 
region outside the zones 
FEMA designated as at high 
risk of flooding — the areas 
where mortgage holders must 
have flood insurance.

For years, federal officials, 
joined by local and state 
leaders across Louisiana, have 
urged people to buy flood 
insurance whether they live in 
a high-risk zone or not.”
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“We have a lot of damaged 
structures. We want to let as 
many people rebuild as they 
can,” said Councilman Jason 
Ellis.
The change could impact the 
city’s ranking within FEMA’s 
Community Rating System, 
which gives homeowners a 
break on their flood 
insurance premiums in 
return for the city 
instituting more-stringent 
building codes. 
Ellis said, “It would be ideal 
to tell people don’t build 
where it floods, but where 
would we tell them to build 
because our entire city was 
flooded.”
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“Scientists and 
engineers packed an LSU 
conference hall 
Wednesday for a post-
mortem on the August 
flood. In blunt, 
technical talks, 
academics, government 
officials and private 
professionals found a 
few reassurances 
following the disaster 
but also focused on ways 
to improve to try to 
mitigate the next 
catastrophe such as 
better storm 
forecasting.”
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“As many as 100,000 
people in East Baton 
Rouge and Livingston 
parishes may have 
received additional 
flooding because of 
the concrete safety 
wall built along the 
median of Interstate 
12.”
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Day 59

Louisiana parishes and 
communities take eight 
of the top 25 spots in the 
country for repetitive 
flood loss, with Orleans 
Parish at number one 
and East Baton Rouge 
Parish at 24th place.

Far too many 
communities and far too 
many people believe 
these are one time 
events and continue to 
build in places destined 
to flood”





A few weeks after the August 
flood, a FEMA engineer 
appeared before the East 
Baton Rouge Metro Council 
and remarked that the parish 
has the strictest flood-related 
building codes she's ever seen.

Rather, East Baton Rouge had
the strictest codes.
"I really don't think the 
communities are doing 
property owners ... any favors 
by rolling back some of these 
higher standards," said Chad 
Berginnis, executive director 
of the Association of State 
Floodplain Managers. . . . I 
absolutely would not be 
setting the rebuilding level at 
the 100-year level."
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“State officials have 
repeatedly described the 
money as a ‘down 
payment’ on the billions 
that they hope to receive 
to help the state rebuild 
from massive floods in 
the spring and in August.

The total flood damage 
has been estimated at $8.7 
billion, and state leaders 
say nearly 130,000 homes 
were damaged or 
destroyed.”
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Congressman Graves recently 
(said) . . . that the long-stalled 
Comite River Diversion Canal 
must be the priority . . . .

“This is a make-or-break-it 
deal for many of these 
homeowners or business 
owners. They are not going to 
come back to their community 
because the cost of elevating is 
prohibitive.” 

But perhaps standing in the 
way is a number — 1.4 — that 
has helped keep the project 
half-built. That number, called 
a benefit-cost ratio…is far 
lower than needed to bump it 
up the national priority list.
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“The initial estimate for 
flood damage was at least 
$50 million, but school 
officials expect that 
number to go up."
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In a letter to President 
Barack Obama this 
week, Edwards said that 
the total impact of the 
catastrophic flood that 
swept across south 
Louisiana in August, 
killing 13 people . . . is 
becoming clearer . . . .

FEMA has estimated as 
many as 188,000 
structures, mostly 
homes, were flooded in 
August. 

Day 72



“district officials have 
said the total bill for 
flood recovery easily 
could top $100 
million.”
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“In East Baton Rouge, 
flooded buildings will 
receive a 35 percent 
reduction in assessed 
value. In Livingston, the 
discount will be 20 
percent.”
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“Pat Forbes, executive 
director of the state Office 
of Community 
Development, offered up a 
recommendation that the 
state put most of its initial 
$437.8 million in federal 
aid toward a housing 
rehab program with tight 
criteria.

This housing plan is the 
most important piece of 
our overall recovery —
bringing people back 
home.”
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“Officials have estimated 
that the Louisiana floods 
in (March, Northern 
Louisiana and) August 
caused $8.7 billion in 
damage.” 

“The latest estimates say 
that as many as 180,000 
structures—homes and 
public buildings, such as 
schools or police 
stations—sustained 
damage in the August 
flood alone.”
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Epilogue



The additional allocation 
approved Friday means 
Congress has dedicated 
between $1.8 billion and 
$1.9 billion, including an 
initial $438 million in 
disaster relief funds, for 
Louisiana's long-term 
rebuilding. 

Still, that's short of the at 
least $2.6 billion 
requested.





The new report, he 
said, should worry 
local flood planners 
because it adds to a 
growing body of 
climate science that 
projects more moisture 
in the air.













Almost half of the 129,000 
applications for disaster 
assistance . . . came from areas 
considered to be at a lower risk 
of flooding, new federal data 
show.

The scope of the damage raises 
questions about whether the 
floods were an extraordinary 
event that simply could not be 
forecast by the maps and the 
insurance systems they 
support — or if the flooding, 
and similar events around the 
country, point to a problem 
with the way the risk of 
disaster is quantified.



The rainy New Year’s Eve 
pushed Baton Rouge 
beyond the 1989 rainfall 
record, making 2016 the 
wettest year in the city’s 
known history and 
topping the previous 
mark of 88.32 inches.

By the end of Saturday, 
90.54 inches of rain had 
fallen at Baton Rouge 
Metro Airport.




















