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Simple Lesson

All flood tragedies—and Katrina was not an 
exception—are due to: 

a) underestimation of the hazard, and 
b) failure to prioritize appropriate 

risk management measures, 
with the former heavily influencing the latter.

The Supercomputing Era has produced—and will 
continue to produce—remarkable high-resolution 
surge forecasts, hindcasts, and hazard analysis.

HOWEVER,
dramatic risk reductions—for loss of life and 
economic devastation—are only attainable if 

we pay very close attention to a) and b)!



Sustainable Surge Risk Management

Surge Protection Systems and 
additional risk reduction 

measures are to surge what 
fire departments are to fires—
they are only complements to 

effective evacuation 
preparedness and property 

insurance.


